
1. Undercut Drilling

Production
Tunnels

Undercut
Tunnels

Undercut is drilled from Undercut Tunnels

2. Undercut Blasting

Undercut drillholes are blasted

3. Undercut Rock Removal

Fractures in Undercut roof begin to develop

Some blasted rock is removed from open Undercut Tunnels

4. Drawpoint Tunneling

Roof fractures expand

Drawpoint Drifts are opened perpendicular to Production Tunnels

5. Drawbell Drilling

Drawbells are drilled

6. Drawbell Blasting

Drill holes are blasted

7. Rock-Caving

Drawbell

Rock caves into Drawbells

Caved rock is removed from Drawpoints (Base of Drawbell)
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CONSTRUCTING A BLOCK CAVE


